
10 Freedom of inquiry 

3.2.2 Freedom of Inquiry 

 

3.2.2.0 Both in an institution’s internal life and in its relationship with its 

publics, freedom of inquiry is indispensable for good theological 

education. This freedom, while variously under stood, has both religious 

roots and an established value in North American higher education. 

Theological schools have a responsibility to maintain their institutional 

purpose, which for many schools includes confessional commitments 

and specific responsibilities for faculty as stipulated by these 

commitments. Schools shall uphold the freedom of inquiry necessary for 

genuine and faithful scholarship, articulate their understanding of that 

freedom, formally adopt policies to implement that understanding and 

ensure procedural fairness, and carefully adhere to those policies. 
  


