TABLE 15: Importance of Factors in Decision to Pursue Theological Education
ENTERING STUDENTS, BATCH=AIl, YEAR=2011 - 2012, TERM=All

All Schools
Male Female

Source of Influence N = 3,442 N = 2,588

"Avg ! StdDev | Avg : StdDev
Influence of family or spouse 3.2 1.4 3.0 1.4
Influence of friend(s) 2.8 1.2 2.6 1.2
Encouragement of clergy 3.3 1.3 3.1 1.4
Experience of pastoral counseling/spiritual direction 3.2 1.3 3.2 1.4
Experienced a call from God 4.4 1.0 4.4 1.0
Intellectual interest in religious/theological questions 4.1 1.0 4.1 1.0
Promise of spiritual fulfillment 3.4 1.2 3.5 1.2
Opportunity for study and growth 4.2 0.9 4.4 0.8
Search for meaning in life 2.9 1.4 3.1 1.3
Major life event (e.g., a death, divorce) 1.9 1.2 2.1 1.3
Desire to serve others 4.2 0.9 4.3 0.9
Desire to administer the sacraments 25 14 2.2 14
Desire to contribute to the cause of social justice 3.2 1.3 3.5 1.3
Desire to preserve traditions of the church 2.8 1.3 2.6 1.3
Desire to make a difference in life of church 4.1 11 4.0 11
Experience in campus Christian organization 2.4 1.4 2.3 1.4
Experience of the community life of a local church 3.4 1.3 3.3 1.3
To discern God's will 3.8 1.3 4.0 1.2
1 - No importance 2 - Little importance 3 - Somewhat important 4 - Important 5 - Very important




