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ADT 1.2 shows publicly available institutional characteris-

tics of each member school. ADT 2.12 also shows individu-

al school data by head count and full-time equivalent en-

rollment within broad degree categories. Both ADT 1.2 

and ADT 2.12 can be instructive when making some com-

parisons between your school and other schools.

Enrollment by degree category
ADT 2.2 shows head count enrollment across all 

member schools by degree category for the last five 

years. Some important trends have continued, and 

• Master of Divinity (MDiv) enrollment has continued   

    a steady decline, but the decline in 2024 is less pro-

    nounced. The decline between 2020–23 was more 

    than 1,300 students annually, while the most recent 

    

annual decline was about 60 students. The five-year 

change is down 14.4% even during a period where 

there has been fluctuation in the number of 

schools.  

some new trends have emerged. Trends will be noted 

before going deeper into the analysis.

https://www.ats.edu/files/galleries/2024-2025_annual_data_tables.pdf


APRIL 2025



    ranged in size, and the decline in their enrollments     

    ranged from 6% to 49% from the prior fall. In total, these 

    schools were down in almost every degree category.

• Of the remaining 252 ATS member schools, the net     

    change was just under 500 students. Overall, the median  

Some positive trends have been noted in enrollment 

across member schools in fall 2024. More schools grew 

this year (55%) than declined (45%), and that has reversed 

a decade-long trend. MA and non-degree enrollment ex-

panded noticeably from fall 2023 to fall 2024. After ac-

counting for ten new schools and 13 schools with signifi-

cant enrollment increases, most ATS member schools 

maintained stable enrollment, with a median increase of 

about three students. This is a small but remarkable in-

crease, as for more than a decade, this median assessment 

would have declined.

It is important for a member school to pay attention to 

these broader industry enrollment trends and to under-

stand how the trends may be similar to or different from 

the trends within the institution. Leaders within a theolog-

ical school must be honest and realistic about their school 

enrollment trends as they consider how to lead the insti-

tution forward. It would be important for schools that 

have continued enrollment declines through fall 2024 to 

honestly assess their enrollment trajectory given this 

    change for these schools was an increase of three stu-

    dents, and the average was fewer than two students. In 

    total, declines in MDiv students were offset by increases  

    in non-degree students.

Concluding thoughts
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