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experience. For matriculants, the ESQ can reveal incoming 

students’ expectations regarding formation, enabling 

institutions to compare institutions to compare expectations to institutional 

strengths and refine program objectives, curricular 

design, and cocurricular offerings. For graduates, the GSQ 

invites students to assess whether their school met those 

expectations, allowing schools to determine if formation is 

occurring as intended. Finally, the AQ provides insight into 

the enduring influence of formation on vocational 

ttrajectories and personal well-being.

Ecumenical convening on 
formation and assessment
To inform the ongoing redevelopment of the ATS Stu-

dent Questionnaires, particularly the effort to strength-

en how student formation is defined, measured, and 

interpreted across institutional contexts, ATS convened 

the Student Data and Resources Consultation on April 

3-4, 2025 at the ATS office in Pittsburgh, Pennsylva-

nia—a two-day gathering of 21 practitioners and re-

searchers from member schools, parachurch organiza-

tions, and research groups. The participant-presenters 

represented a wide range of theological contexts—in

cluding Catholic, Orthodox, Jewish, Protestant, Histori-

cally Black, Asian American and Native American Pacific 
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Table 1. Themaঞc Clusters, April 2025 ATS Student Data and Resources Consultaঞon

         Cluster                       Focus                        Representaঞve Subtopics

1. Defining 
    Formaঞon: 
    Dimensions, 
    Language, and 
    Frameworks

2. Empirical  
    Approaches 
    to Formaঞon  
    Assessment

3. Formaঞon 
    across 
    Insঞtuঞonal 
    and Tradiঞon-   
    Specific 
    Contexts

4. Student 
    Health, 
    Well-Being, 
    and 
    Flourishing

Establishing shared 
vocabulary and 
conceptual models for 
human and spiritual 
formation

Psychometric and 
research-based 
methods for measuring 
formation outcomes

Contextually grounded 
practices reflecting 
denominational, 
cultural, and 
institutional diversity

Conditions that 
support or hinder 
formation, including 
physical, mental, and 
social wellness

Seven dimensions of well-being (intellectual, 
physical, social, spiritual, vocational, 
emotional, environmental); distinction 
between formation, education, and training; 
intercultural competence frameworks; 
moral formation and virtue integration

Seminary Formation Assessment (SFA) instru-
ment; relational spirituality model; humility 
and intercultural development measures; 
diverse student formation profiles and 
trajectories of change

Roman Catholic four-pillar model (human, 
spiritual, intellectual, pastoral); Orthodox 
hierarchical mentoring and liturgical formation; 
Jewish pluralistic and principle-based 
formation; Historically Black church formation formation; Historically Black church formation 
for survival and community; Asian evangelical 
spiritual direction and retreat models; 
distance-learning formation strategies

National student health needs data (stress, 
anxiety, depression, nutrition, physical 
activity); clergy flourishing research; holistic 
well-being practices; food access barriers for 
international students; parachurch 
partnerships for seminarian wellness

https://www.ats.edu/files/galleries/assessing-student-formation-core-tools.pdf
https://www.ats.edu/files/galleries/assessing-student-formation-core-tools.pdf
https://www.ats.edu/About-ATS#:~:text=Vision%20State
https://www.ats.edu/About-ATS#:~:text=Vision%20State
http://www.globalformationproject.com/
http://www.globalformationproject.com/
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https://doi.org/10.1177/19397909211041032
https://doi.org/10.1177/19397909211041032
https://doi.org/10.1177/07398913231177722
https://doi.org/10.1177/07398913231177722
https://doi.org/10.1177/19397909251400405
https://doi.org/10.1177/19397909251400405
https://www.ats.edu/files/galleries/assessing-student-formation.pdf
https://www.atsformationrepository.org/resources/core-measures-of-student-spiritual-formation-in-theological-education-based-on-the-relational-spirituality-model
https://www.ats.edu/files/galleries/assessing-student-formation-core-tools.pdf
https://www.atsformationrepository.org/contact
https://www.ats.edu/eshop-events-one/details/118/2026-ATS-COA-Biennial-Meeting
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• Goldstone, Ma�hew. Assistant Academic Dean, Academy 
    for Jewish Religion

• Guns, John. Dean, Samuel DeWitt Proctor School of 
    Theology of Virginia Union University

• Hamrick, Laura. Clergy Engagement Specialist, Duke 
    University Divinity School

• • Harms, Arielle. Assistant Professor of Theology, Director of 
    MA in Pastoral Theology, Augustine Institute

• Jankowski, Peter. Associate Professor, Bethel Seminary of 
    Bethel University

• Kuhner, Ma�hew. Vice President and Academic Dean, St. 
    Bernard’s School of Theology and Ministry

• Liu, Anita. Associate Professor of Counseling; Director of 
    RSI, China E    RSI, China Evangelical Seminary North America

• O’Coin, Kevin. Associate Director of Enrollment, 
    Associated Canadian Theological Schools (ACTS) of Trinity 
    Western University

• Peloquin, Andy. Head of Student Success, Western  
    Seminary

• Reed, Angela. Associate Dean, George W. Truett 
    Theological Seminary of Baylor Uni    Theological Seminary of Baylor University

• Regan, Jacqueline. Associate Dean, Student Affairs and 
    Career Services, Boston College Clough School of Theology 
    and Ministry

• Sandage, Steven.  Albert & Jessie Danielsen Professor of 
    Psychology of Religion and Theology, Boston University 
    School of Theology

• • Thomas-Golden, Tammalyn. Chief Operating Officer; 
    Accreditation Liaison, Interdenominational Theological 
    Center

• Turnblom, Sarah. Director of Assessment and Accredita-
    tion, Princeton Theological Seminary

• Turner, Andrew. President-Rector, Saint Mary Seminary 
    and Graduate School of Theology

• • Wang, David C. Professor of Spiritual Formation and 
    Psychology, Fuller Theological Seminary

• Webster, Karen. Co-Founder and Executive Director, 
    Healthy Seminarians–Healthy Church

• West, Nate. Research Assistant Professor, University of 
    Alaska Anchorage

• Wong, Arch. Professor of Practical Theology; Associate 
    Di    Director, Flourishing Congregations Institute, Ambrose 
    Seminary of Ambrose University

mailto:davidcwang@fuller.edu
mailto:kevin.ocoin@twu.ca
mailto:sarah.turnblom@ptsem.edu
mailto:the@ats.edu
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