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BU School of Theology hosts inaugural 
New Wineskins Conference for 
contextual education supervisors 

-

BY E. MAY HARTNESS

Structured as a daylong gathering that began with a 

keynote lecture and concluded with two workshop 

sessions, the New Wineskins Conference created space sessions, the New Wineskins Conference created space 

for leaders to engage emerging research, learn from 

peers across sectors, and reflect on strategies for guiding 

communities through periods of uncertainty and change. 

"It was a day apart for supervisors, one in which they 

didn't have to be leaders but could instead be the 

recipients of the grecipients of the gracious hospitality they so often extend 

to others," said STH Contextual Education Director 

Anastasia Kidd.

The Office of Contextual Education hosted the 

conference on Boston University’s Fenway campus. 

The conference brought together practitioners and 

scholars from across the region through keynote 

presentations and workshops focused on leadership, presentations and workshops focused on leadership, 
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The conference concluded with a reflective workshop led 

by Kidd. Gathered around a large wooden table in a sunlit 

room, participants engaged in creative exercises and con-

versation as they processed the day's themes of resilience, 

leadership, and community care. The session provided 

space to reflect on new insights and consider how they 

might be applied in participants' own ministry and com-

munity contexts. 

“I was struck by the care with which this gathering created 

space for reflection, connection, and renewal,” said Lysette 

Flores, associate director of initiatives at ATS. “The 

conversations throughout the day reminded me how 

much wisdom already lives within communities of 

practice, and how meaningful it can be when leaders have 

opportunities to learn from one another, share challenges, 

and reflect together on the realities facing their communi-

ties."

The conference recognized the important role contThe conference recognized the important role contextual 

education supervisors play in theological education, help-

ing students connect classroom learning with the practical 

challenges of leadership, care, and service.  

“This is the work we want to do—not only strengthen our 

network of faith leaders in and around Boston, but create 

events that speak directly to the present-day needs of 

clergy,” said Kidd. “We couldn’t do what we do without our 

contextual education supervisors, and we honor them by 

providing a space where they might come together, share 

their experiences, and remember that they are not in this 

alonealone.”

The BU STH Office of Contextual Education will host the 

second annual New Wineskins Conference on April 9, 

2027.
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