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At the same time, it was clear that much had changed in 

the educational and technological landscapes since the 

preparatory work of redeveloping the Standards of 
Accreditation began in 2016:

• Interest in competency-based theological education 

    has grown. 

• Generative artificial intelligence and digital learning 

    h    have brought multiple questions to seemingly every 

    aspect of education and institutional life. 

• And an increasing number of schools have been 

    pursuing relationships of various models with 

    universities and other bodies, raising attendant 

    questions related to shared governance and resources. 

With enthusiastic endorsement, the Commis-
sion on Accrediting (COA) membership 
approved revisions to the Standards of 
Accreditation and Policies and Procedures 
at the June 2026 ATS/COA Biennial Meeting 
in Chicago. Building upon four years of 
member-wide experience with the 2020 
redeveloped Standards, the Board of Commis-
sioners in February 2024 authorized the 
periodic review required by the Commission 
Policy on Board Responsibility. The time 
seemed right to review the Standards, which 
in so many ways hold together the “long pew” 
of Commission-accredited schools. 

https://vimeo.com/1095790157/a8b97cb3f3
https://vimeo.com/1175603523/44ebbdaec3
https://www.ats.edu/files/galleries/ats-standards-review-continues.pdf
https://www.ats.edu/files/galleries/standards-review-fall-2025.pdf
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https://www.ats.edu/files/galleries/standards_of_accreditation.pdf
https://www.ats.edu/files/galleries/Policies_and_Procedures.pdf
https://www.ats.edu/files/galleries/commission-bylaws.pdf
https://www.ats.edu/files/galleries/commission-bylaws.pdf
https://www.ats.edu/files/galleries/standards_of_accreditation_with_self_study_ideas.pdf
https://atscoa.instructure.com/courses/438
https://atscoa.instructure.com/courses/438
https://www.ats.edu/files/galleries/standards_of_accreditation.pdf
mailto:mutch@ats.edu
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