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Fall 2025 enrollment data reveals 
promising trends
BY CHRIS MEINZER

ATS staff have been tracking year-over-year enroll-

ment changes in ATS member schools since 1990. 

Each annual dot in the chart above represents the per-

centage of schools that grew year-over-year (for ex-

ample, from fall 1989 to fall 1990, 46 percent of ATS 

member schools grew). The green dots indicate years 

when growth outpaced decline, and red dots show 

when decline outpaced growth. As the graph indicates, 

in nearly all years, more ATS member schools grew 

year-over-year from fall 1990 to fall 2006. During this 

same period, total enrollment grew to reach a maxi-

mum enrollment of more than 81,000 in fall 2006. 

From fall 2007 to fall 2023, more ATS member schools 

declined than grew year-over-year (except for the 

Enrollment likely to be highest since 2006
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As shown in the chart at right, total head 

count enrollment should be comfortably 

more than 80,000 students for the first 

time since 2006. Almost all degree catego-

ries are projected to be up in fall 2025, 

which continues to indicate that the 

growth in enrollment is broadly based. The 

number of degree-seeking students is estinumber of degree-seeking students is esti-

mated to be up more than 1 percent. 

When looking at degree categories, some 

Degree categories projected upward
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     — 58 percent of Catholic/Orthodox schools grew,  

          and non-degree enrollment increased by 3 percent.

The change in non-degree enrollment is represented 

equally among groups of schools that did and did not 

receive the Pathways for Tomorrow grants.

With this new data, there is much to celebrate!  

It appears that It appears that ATS member schools will reflect overall 

enrollment increases. This seems to be a broader 

trend across all member schools, with 56 percent re-

flecting enrollment increases from fall 2024. For the 

second year in a row, more member schools have 

grown than declined. For the first time since 2006, 

more than 80,000 will be seeking education at an ATS 
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